The PREFACE.

nefs to bring the Reader acquainted with the Meaning of my Author,
as well as his Words, which is a Happine[s every Tranflator has
not the Power of arriving at, as gencrally either ignorant of the
Subjet or Language he tranflates from, or into, or both.

Another Fauls of our common Tranflators 1 have avoided with
all the Induftry I could : Some of them pretending to meddle with
Books of Art, and nos underfRanding the Terms of Art, give us fuch
an odd Fargon, that we can never underfland is without the Inter-
pretation of & Mafter, or having Recour[e to the Original iz [elf. I
have therefore remder'd all the French Terms into Englith, but
with fo much Caution of doing Fuftice to the Aushor, and the Art,
that I would not depend ow my own Fudgment, but let none pafs
without the Approbarion of the beft Englith Maflers.

The Perfeétion, which Dancing is now come to in England, feems
to point this Time out as the fisteft Funéture, for the Publication of
a Book of this Nature ; fince we now enjoy in this Nation, Perfor-
mers and Maflers of greaser Excellence than any other part of Eu-
rope ; who fbew every Beauty of the Ars in its full Glory and
Perfettion.  For whoever [ball confider the Mafterly Compofivions of
Ball-Dances by Mr. Uaac, which are fo well adapted to the man-
ner of our School-teaching, (peculiar to England, no other Nation
baving any [uch thing as publick Dancing-Schools ) whoever fhall
Jee the admirable Compofitions of Monf. L’ Abbe in Ballet, and his
Performance,with that of M.Defbargues, A.Du Ruel,and M.Cherrier,
can hope to [ee nothing in this Art of greater Excellence, unlefs any
wonderful Geniws fbould arife, and advance this once celebrated
Art to that Perfection, which drew the Eyes, and employ'd the Pens
of the old Grecks and Romans 5 a lively Defcription of which, the
Reader may [ee in this Fpigram, by an unknown Hand.

Mzfcula femineo derivans Peftora Sexu,
Atg; aptans lentum Sexum at utrumg; latus,
¥grefius Scenam Populum faltator adorat
Solert1 pendet predere verba Manu,

Nam



