PREFACE.

Perfwade my [elf, that before fo ufeful a Curiofity as the fol-

lowing Treasife, it would not be difagreeable to the Reader,

to give him an Account of the Origin and Progre[s of the Ars

of Orchefography. Furetier, in bis Hifforical Dictionary,
tells ws of a curious Treatife of this Art by one Thoinet Arbeau, print-
ed 1§88, ar Langres, from whom Monfieur Feuillet, in hie Preface,
[fuppofes this Art to date iss firf} Rife and Birth, tho’ he could never
procsre a Sight of it, as not to be found in Paris.  But this very Book
falling inso my Hands, I 300k Care to perufe it with fome Atsenti-
on, bus found it far fbort of thas Expeélation, which fuch Recom-
mendation had raisd in me : For tho' it might perbaps have given
the Hint to Mr. Beauchamp; yet it is nothing but an imperfelt
rough Draught, nor 1 it confin'd to Dancing , fince it treats be-
fides of beating the Drum, playing on the Pipe, and the like.

But notwithflanding this blind Hint of Arbeau, to do Fuftice to
Monf. Beauchamp, we muft atsribute to bim the Invention of this
Art, who in all Probability, could no more [ec the former Book, than
Monf. Feuillet. Bus as no Art was ever invented and perfelied a
once 3 fo it remain'd for Monf. Feuillet, so raife the compleas and
finifd” Superftructure on Mon[. Beauchamp’s Foundation ; and it
muft be allowed, thas Monf. Feuillet bas carry'd this Art to a very
greas Perfection, and taken a great deal of Pains in the Improve-
mens of the Charaller, and given Rules [o juft, and a Method [o
proper, thar I cannot imagine any Man can flaster bim{elf with an
Abilisy of defigning a bester, or more vegular manner.  For this
Reafon I chofe rather to follow bis Method entirely, than attempt
any Alteration of my own, which 1 have done with that Care
and Diligence, that I think I may affure the Reader I have o-
mitted nothing that be has deliverd. I have alfo made it my Buj?-
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