16 Of :he Le/fe Diminution.

like their enfample, both fond, and fencelefle; to wite,
that they might Charaiter the Sosnds in what forme it
pleafed them, and needed not to be boundtofollowthe
Lawes and Rales of Are ,which they found were berein who-
ly againft them,

(1) Worley lib, THcLej]ér Dimipution,(which is vulgarly call d(*) Diming-
3.fel. 1. tion of Dimsnution, orthe Deuble Diminntion of the Fer.
fec? Prolation) isthe fwifte®t Motionthatany Tune is Compofed
of vnder this Meafure, as Conntry Daunces, B-an fls, Poltos,
Cosrantos, & fuchlike : Anditlikewife we find character'd,
to fignifie the Tud ofit, with the Ternary Namber, which is
yerofallthereft the greateft Abfurdsty:For herein there are
fixe Notes Meafuredto once Talt, (whereas afore bucz. )and
‘Their Termary Number is made to fignific no lefle ther Perfec#
Prolation, Great Diminution, & Le(fe Diminution, and all vpon
the bare and groundleflc warrant of Common Fractife,
which fay they, hath fo receiu'd it, 8 therefore chey vle it
But whataconfufion will this be when they haue a Song

or Tune compofed of all thefe Zaets,(asdiversthere are in
vie for Maskes and Reuells) and fhall finde but onely one
Charafter to exprefle all Metions: how can that worke be
perform’dinhis proper nature, except the Compofer fhall
cither Demonfirate by aCanom what hic meaning is, or
himfelfe pcrfomllybe thereto explaine his Forme inten-
ded? Thereforethe Authors of our 42, forefecing the
Diuerfities (and there by the Abfurdityes) which heercin
would be inuented concerning the Dmminutions of the
Zal¥ , agreed vpon certaine Rules and Characfers together,
to Demonfirate euery particalar Moricnby, of whatkinde
of Diuifien foeuer the Talf was. Butnow inregard thae
thofe Cznons and Proportionate Rulesare outofvie,l fee no
reafon why wee fhould vie their CharacZers, butrather
be led by that Rule, whereof now inthefe dayes our prac-
tife



