Tte Preface,

Entertayner of our 4r¢, and on the other fide, the ftrange
finbeciiityofour Profi(fors,a areat part of them Profeft Gene-
rall Mefters,able (they willvadertake) fully to teachboth
preespes and Pracfife of our Art, in onc poorc ycare, (or
le(feifyon will:Jand yet(fpokenitfhall bewithoutoftence)
the moft of them, not well vnderftanding the very Nazure
of a Sound, orthe Differenceof Prapertsc;, the Difinition of
Tonesythe Linifion of Nembers and Meafures, the inequalitie
of Propertions,nay, fcarfe Defining the nature of that /»-
Sfirument, Maifters whereof they profefle themfelues to be,

I had likewife poynted atfome other abufes, commit-
ted and {uffered by Muficks Profefforsyas well in Eeclefiaftscke
as Common Seruic2,whereby the one, findes his Due Righe
empayred; & the other, his Eftimation; and both, their
Abilities.

As for thofe common kinde Practitioners,(truly ycleped
Minflrells,though our City makes Aufitians of them) who
making account forfooth to doe the Ar¢ Honour, now
inchele daiesof the ill opinion,and fmall credit it beares,
haue (fairely) broughtit downefroma cheifc Liberad sci-
ence, to the bafe(t almolt of Mechanick Funikions: T make
no queftion,butin good time it may returne vpon their
ownenecks,and their Defertbe rewarded, as Statute in
that cafe hath already (moft worthily) prouided.

Befides, I fuppofe I fhould hardly haue omitted the
Belcefe (whereof 1 finde fome Aery or Infirumentall Com-
pofers and Praltitioners to be) concerning certaine Vices,
which their Ignorance is perfwaded, our Art recciues
helpe by, how difagreeing focuer, both to Nature and
Reafon,which isthe foule ofall Arss.

Andthen foramendsof all, Ifhould atlalt, haueaffoor-
ded fomewhatin the generall precepts,bothof Plaine,and
Meafurable Mufick in the many Dinerfities,which the Xature
of Cempafitions giue vs,fromehe very originall of them, to

that




