e polugie.

(2 Glayearus likewifc fought to reforme them,

(3) Morley acknowledged them for errors;but was loath to break
the Cammon Prattife,o receiued Cuffome; yetif any would change,
he would be the firft that fhould follow,

The Iceis broken, and the Foot-path found; and T hope to finde
many Morleyes aliue, though He (who did fhine as the Sunne in the
Firmament of our Art,and did firft giuelight to our vnderftanding
with his Pracepts) be long fince come to the Clofe and Period of his
Time; Buthis pofterity, as Srarres,receiuing light and benefit from
his Labours,will (I hope ) according to his defire and wifthes, en-
tertaine and embrace fuch Opimions,as he himfelfe acknowledg'd
tobe true,

In this little Trearife Thauenotobferu’d onely the pritings of
Authors( becaufe I found them various and differing among them-
felues; Some obferu’d the cuftome of the Commen Prattife: Others
notoncly the Praétife, but the Reafon of each particular Precept : A
third, well vnderftanding neither Theary nor Praétife,drew out cer.
taine Rules fromboththeformer, and according to their owne /ms-

gmations deliver’d abfurd Opinions)but 1 haue fearch’e the very Ori-
ginall of our Art,and Etimwlogie of each proper Terme;how,& wher-
to eachthing is appropriated; I haue compar’'d the Praétife with the
Theary, Nature with our _Ar¢, and it with other Ares,and Ifindeica
Subordinate Authematicke,extradted from the Quinteflence of 4~
rithmetick inthe Rulesand Precepts.

Sothat then ( Courtcous Reader ) ifthou find’f Reafor and Au-
thority for my Affertions, neither mifconftrue me, nor condemne me
without better Reafon, Proofe, and Authority,then heere I alleadge;
And although diuers may produce Authors (and happily the felfe
fame which I alleadge ) yet {hal they finde that thofe Authors them-
feluesacknowledge to hauereceiu’d them from the Common Praéte
ife,and notfromthe Fundamentall Reafons of the Grounds and Rules

of our Art; Bur till then, if thou acceptand entertaine them, my
defires and labours haue their accomplifh’d & wifh'd for, rewards.

1f any obie&, that thofe former Harmonies by mee publifhed in
my Infancy are contrary to thefe my obie&ions ; I anfwere, I did
thenasa (hilde; 1 did follow Enfamples mote then Reafons; and
thofe Workes for the moft part were not Compos'd by A1y felfe,
butby diuers and fundry Aurhors, which Incuer the lefle compil'd
together, inregard of the generall delight men tooke in themy
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